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EPIPHANY IN JANUARY 
¡Three Kings Party! 
January 4: Latin-American food and fun in celebration of  
Epiphany (Dia de los Reyes) after the 9:15 and 11:15 services. 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
January 18: A jazz combo and traditional spirituals will help 
us to honor the life and ministries of Dr. King at our 
liturgies. 

Patronal Feast & Annual Parish Meeting 
January 25: The whole parish gathers for a 9:15 service 
dedicated to St. Paul and meets together to share a grand 
potluck brunch, to address church business, and to have 
some fun surprises. 
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Read more about all these events on pages 4-5. 

Our Mission: 
WELCOME all seekers 

NURTURE one another 
in our journeys of faith 

SERVE Godõs world 
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Thoughts for the New Year 

The day after Christmas Tom and I flew to Fort Worth, Texas, to attend 
the wedding of one of Tomõs nieces. The event was about as Texas as 
one could imagine. The rehearsal dinner took place in a barbeque òjointó 
downtown. The Fort Worth Stockyards was the venue of the wedding 
itself. In fact it occurred in a place that had the feel of a wild-west saloon, 
albeit a saloon with a four-star restaurant. 

If in a Texas kind of way, it was clear that nothing had been left to chance. Those involved 
had paid careful attention to every detail of the wedding. When all were assembled, as the 
service began, the bride made her dramatic entrance by descending a long staircase into the 
room.  The couple took their places at the front, and the minister began speaking carefully 
crafted words directed to the assembly and to the couple. 

Then, all of a sudden, there came a great shriek, and a late-arriving guest made her entrance 
tumbling head-over-heels down the same stairway that the bride had just navigated; and she 
landed only yards from where the vows were being exchanged. As the woman screamed 
and screamed, òIõm hurt! Iõm hurt!ó we all sat in shock for what seemed an eternity, but 
was, in fact, only seconds. Immediately, she was helped out of the room and soon taken to 
the hospital. 

Briefly, I ð and I imagine everyone ð felt almost sick at what I had witnessed. The room 
was silent. How, I wondered, would we regain our equilibrium and move forward with the 
ceremony? Could the spirit of celebration be recovered after so dreadful an interruption?  
But I neednõt have worried. As the nuptials continued, it wasnõt long before we were again 
caught up in what we had come to celebrate. 

Looking back, I have two thoughts: No matter how hard we try to achieve perfection, it 
eludes us. So why not do our best, then relax. Second, God has created us amazingly resil-
ient, able to pick ourselves up and get back on track after even the most jolting derailments. 
Itõs one of the benefits of age and experience that we incorporate past recoveries in a way 
that gives us perspective when we encounter new challenges. 

And ð oh yes ð the womanõs injuries turned out to be only minor. 

Blessings and Peace in the New Year, 
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Greetings: 

òYes it is true,ó Martin Luther King said two weeks before his death, 
òAmerica is a racist country.ó Although it has been over 30 years since Kingõs 
death, I have been in enough locker rooms and churches to know that 
America is still racist. So I wonder, am I racist?  I fear I am. I would like to 
think that I am an unconscious racist unknowingly influenced by society 
rather than a purposeful one. Yet, I want to challenge myself and follow the 
lead King gave when he said, òI subject myself to self-purification and to 
endless self-analysiséó  

In anticipation of our celebration of Kingõs life on the 18th, let me share with you the problem 
of my unconscious racism and some of Kingõs guidance for a better future. Sure, my 
unconscious racism is to be preferred to the more blatant mode of my grandparents, but it is 
still the enemy of a just society. King pointed out that, òThe concept of supremacy is so 
imbedded in the white society that it will take many years for color to cease to be a judgmental 
factor.ó It would be tempting to think that the election of a black man to the presidency is a 
sign that those years have passed. But as I look at schools for Simon I realize that now more 
than ever we must guard against complacency. The Lab School is mostly white and Shoesmith 
almost all black. How does that impact my decision?  If I go on my way, never making a 
conscious racial slur, but never facing the deeply imbedded racism inherent in my upbringing in 
America, I do a disservice to Kingõs dream. 

If I am a racist, what should I do?  First, I should acknowledge the problem. King liked to 
point out that one thing the movement was doing was bringing hidden tensions to the surface. 
Like the 12-step programs, recognition is the beginning of recovery. Second, I need to own my 
membership in a privileged group. I am white, straight, grew up protestant, come from a 
wealthy family, and have attended elite educational institutions. King said, òHistory is the long 
and tragic story of the fact that privileged groups seldom give up their privileges voluntarily.ó  
The tendency of people in my situation is to hold fast to our privilege. And even if I personally 
see the light and attempt to change, groups are often more immoral than individuals. So 
personal recognition of a wrong must be followed by attempts to change the group, which is 
the third step. I need to look for institutional problems and speak out about them. 

King said, òEven a superficial look at history reveals that no social advance rolls in on the 
wheels of inevitability; it comes through the tireless efforts and persistent work of dedicated 
individuals.ó I have a responsibility, partly because I have been given much, to respond and 
become an agent of change and not an agent of the status quo. That begins with personal 
change, but it must be accompanied by institutional change. Thatõs the challenge Iõll be thinking 
about this MLK day. 

Sincerely, 
(All references can be found in Richard Lischerõs The Preacher 
King or in the collection A Testament of Hope.) 
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¡THREE KINGS PARTY! 
Sunday, January 4, after both the 9:15 and 11:15 services, join in the celebration of 

Epiphany (Dia de los Reyes) with Latin-American traditions: 

Taco Bar! 
Rosca de Reyes!

 

(King Cake) 

Games for E
veryone!

 Piñatas! 

What is Epiphany? 
The Feast of the Epiphany, which we will celebrate on January 4, has been a 
holy day for the Church since at least the fourth century, but its meaning has 
varied greatly over time and between cultures. For centuries it was a 
composite commemoration of several events in Jesusõ life: his birth, his 
baptism, his visitation by the Magi, and his miracle at the wedding at Cana. 
These events were eventually separated out into their own days. In the 
Western Church, Epiphany became primarily the celebration of the Magiõs 
arrival in Bethlehem, the first revelation of Christ to the Gentile world. In 
Eastern Orthodoxy, however, Epiphany (or Theophany) became primarily the 
celebration of Jesusõ baptism in the Jordan and his revelation as the Second 
Person of the Trinity. In both traditions, Epiphany is about the manifestation 
of the divine in human form and the shining forth of Godõs love to all 
humanity. But Epiphany is not just one day; it is an entire season that takes us 
from the end of the Christmas Season to the beginning of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday. 
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MUSIC & LITURGY From the Associate for 

Music in January 
Dent Davidson 

Every Sunday brings something special in January, and the music we sing will support that. 

January 4, we will celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. òSaw you never in the twilight,ó a 
beloved text and tune that did not make the òjumpó from the Hymnal 1940 to the Hymnal 
1982, is a lovely French Noel. Also a traditional American Spiritual, òBehold that staró and 
a setting of the Prologue to the Gospel of John are included. 

January 11, we remember the Baptism of Jesus with Peter Hallock's setting of òJesus autem 
hodie,ó the traditional sequence text for this observance. Dr. Hallock is one of the great 
composers of church music of this era. 

January 18, we shift our focus to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and to the historic 
inauguration of Barack Obama. In celebration of these leader our music includes James 
Weldon Johnson's òLift Every Voice and Sing,ó  òPrecious Lord, take my handó (Dr. 
King's favorite hymn), and a choral arrangement of Duke Ellington's òCome Sunday,ó with 
a jazz combo. 

January 25, our patronal feast day, will be marked with a òtutti fruttió choral gathering at 
the 9:15 service, which leads up to our annual parish meeting. Among the musical 
selections is William Mathiasõ setting of Psalm 67, òLet the people praise thee, O God.ó 

There will be a few musical surprises during our annual meeting as well! 

2009 Annual Meeting 

The Episcopal Church, while hierarchical, also believes that churches are best governed 
with the input of the people who make up its congregations. It is in fulfillment of this belief 
that we the people of St. Paul & the Redeemer gather for an Annual Meeting every year to 
pass our parish budget, to elect a new class of laypersons to our Vestry, and to rejoice over 
all we have accomplished in the last year, while looking to the new opportunities and 
challenges in the year ahead. The nominees for the Vestry are  

The 2009 Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25, following a special all-parish 
9:15 liturgy commemorating the conversion of our patron saint, Paul of Tarsus. (There will 
be no 11:15 service this day.) Along with taking care of our church business, the Annual 
Meeting will be a time to enjoy a bounteous potluck brunch and to take part in some new 
fun surprises! 
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Godly Play                                Returns Sunday, January 11 
Godly Play teaches children (pre-K to fifth grade) the art of using religious language - 
parable, sacred story, silence and liturgical action - helping them become more fully aware 
of the mystery of Godôs presence in their lives. SPR has three specially equipped 
classrooms where teachers use a Montessori approach to draw out and enrich the 
relationship with God already present in each child. 

When: 10:20 - 11:10 on Sundays 
Who: Three Classrooms 

¶ 3-4 year olds taught by Sharla Stewart and 
Heidi Olliff 

¶ K-2nd graders taught by Rebecca Schmidt and 
Adam Yates 

¶ 3rd-5th graders taught by Ellen Wiggins, 
Laura King, and Fred Grier 

Questions: Ask Peter Lane 773-624-3185 x.223 or 
pcl@sp-r.org. 

spr/youth/ MLK Service Project 

Who: Middle-school Youth, of course! Parents are 
encouraged to come, too! 

When: January 19, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

What: Cook a meal for members of the Kenwood/Hyde 
Park communities 

Where: Kenwood Open Kitchen (4608 S. Greenwood 
Ave.) 

Why:  To honor the life of Dr. King and to live out our 
faith! 

Formation: Our Journeys of  Faith 
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Are you new to SPR? New to the Episcopal Church? 
New to Christianity? New to religion? If so, the Adult 
Inquirerõs Class is a wonderful opportunity to explore 
Christian beliefs, unique aspects of the Episcopal 
Church, and your own spiritual values. It's also an 
opportunity to connect with other seekers at St. Paul 
& the Redeemer. With the help of past participants, 
Jim Steen leads the class for eight Tuesdays, 
beginning February 10 and ending before Easter. 
Classes begin at 7:30 p.m. sharp and end promptly at 
9:00. At the end of the course, participants can 
choose to be confirmed or received into the 
Episcopal Church at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, 
April 11. If you're interested in the class, email Jim at 
sjs@sp-r.org, or sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. 

                                      A Life of  Questions 
Charlie Cooper 
Adult Formation returns Sunday, January 11, with a three-part 
series on our life-long relationship with questions. From the 
inquisitive child who early on delights us and then drives us 
crazy with the insistent one word question, òwhy?ó to the 
adolescent who challenges us with the same question, òwhy?ó 
to the adult pondering the world around them asking, òwhy?ó 
These sessions will be a time to work interactively at 
organizing our questions and seeking to ensure weõre asking 
the ôrightõ question. Weõll look to the Church, scripture, 
education and psychology to help us along the way.  

? ? 
? ? ? 


