
   

 

CONNECTIONS 
September  2009 

This Sunday, September 13 

We return to our Three Liturgies at 8:00, 9:15, & 11:15 a.m. 

After the liturgies, come to the Ministry Fair to learn about and to sign 
up for opportunities to grow, to serve, and to connect at SPR this year. 

Our Next 150 Years Start Now 
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Read This! 
Starting next month, everyone will receive 
ONLY the online, full-color version of  
Connections. This will make best use of  
both the earthõs natural resources and 
SPRõs financial resources. If you still wish 
to receive a paper copy by post, email or 
call the Church Office at  (773) 624-3185.  
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Major Dates in 2009-2010 

Watch for further details in Connections 
as these dates approach.  

Return to 3 Liturgies & 
Ministry Fair Sept. 13 

St. Francis Sunday Oct. 4 

Annual Giving Kick-off Oct. 11 

All Saints Sunday Nov. 1 

Awesome Auction Nov. 15 

Advent Wreath Making Nov. 29 

Lessons & Carols Dec. 5 

Christmas Eve Dec. 24 

Christmas Day Dec. 25 

Baptism of Christ Jan. 10 

Thanksgiving for Jim Steen 
& Feast of MLK  Jan. 17 

Patronal Feast  
& Annual Meeting Jan. 31 

Blini Fest (Shrove Sunday) Feb. 14 

Ash Wednesday Feb. 17 

Palm Sunday March 28 

Maundy Thursday April 1 

Good Friday April 2 

Holy Saturday April 3 

Easter Sunday April 4 

Earth Day Mass April 25 

Pentecost May 23 

Parish Picnic  
(Summer Schedule Begins) June 13 

mailto:dap@sp-r.org?subject=Connections%20Post
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From the Pastor: SPRõs Sesquicentennial 
Dear Friends, 

You may have missed the news that 2009 is the sesquicentennial ð 150th  

anniversary ð of our parish. Although we at SPR have shown Hyde Park 
reserve regarding this milestone, Iõve been involved with other 
institutions, including my seminary, which have made much of their 150th. 
To put this in perspective, the City of Chicago was founded in 1831, less 
than 30 years prior to the founding of St. Paulõs Church in the nearby 
town of Kenwood. Or, speaking of my seminary (also attended by Peter Lane and earlier 
Associates Sarah Fisher and Jarrett Kerbel), founded just 22 years before our parish, The 
General Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church is the oldest theological seminary in 
the United States. 

When St. Paulõs, Kenwood was 30 years old, it spawned another church, Church of the 
Redeemer, in nearby Hyde Park. In those days, and for decades to come, the matter of 
churchmanship was uppermost in peopleõs minds. This involved issues like the use of 
vestments, candles, and incense, all viewed as suspiciously papist by those whose 
churchmanship was òlow,ó while considered necessary by those of the òhighó church 
persuasion. St. Paulõs was a low church; so it was natural that the nearby community should 
have a high church alternative, which is what Redeemer became. It may seem hard to 
imagine that until the waning years of the 20th Century people got as riled up over whether 
a priest should or shouldnõt wear vestments as more recently people in the church have 
gotten over the question of gay bishops; but the truth is they did. 

In 1968, Redeemer and St. Paulõs merged ð not eagerly! ð at the location of St. Paulõs, and 
the two were once again one. You may not know that St. Paulõs grand Ralph Adams Cram 
gothic church burned in 1956 and was replaced by our building. There are still people in 
our congregation from both the former St. Paulõs and from Redeemer. It might be fun to 
ask current members which, if either, of the former parishes they belonged to before the 
merger. We could have a contest to see who can gather the most names from both. 

Interesting as this bit of history is to some of us, what really excites me is to imagine all the 
people who have celebrated lifeõs victories, found support during lifeõs trials, and simply 
discovered sustenance for their livesõ journeys at St. Paulõs, Church of the Redeemer, and 
St. Paul and the Redeemer, during the last 150 years. And still more exciting is that people 
continue to be served by this community and to serve others in and through SPR, and that 
as we begin our 151st fall as a community of people in this corner of Godõs Creation, we 
continue to seek new and vital ways to proclaim what has always been at the heart of our 
community: the transforming power of the Gospel. 

Faithfully, 

 

 

 

 


