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approaching
the wilderness

Lentbegins on Ash Wednesday, February 2
See pages-10 for a special pulout section
describing all the Lenten offerings at SPR.

New Youth
Bl i ni Fest! Guvvnnn
Adul t For maté on




Dear friends,

In just three-and-a-half weeks Lent begins, and I have been thinking, quite
naturally, about a built-in paradox with which Lent presents me and many
others: On the one hand, I am drawn to the rituals of Lent, while on the
other, if I look at them too closely, they are likely to clash with my theology.
To clarify what | have in mind,
which, by the way, I invite every one of you to participate in with countless
others around the world, as the way the Church gives us to begin Lent.

I n this |iturgy, 1it’'s scarcely an exagger
(#51) that contains lines like this: Wash me through and through from my wickedness * and
cleanse me from my sin... l ndeed, I have L
mot her’ s womb. Then we participate in a
the list of ways we alienate God and others; and finally we smear ashes on our foreheads with
the words —Remember that you are dust, ar

I do not believe that God needs for us to grovel in order to forgive us or to eliminate the
barriers that divide us. I al ways appeal
his love (The older brother does plenty of that!), rushes out to the son and embraces him. But
having said this, what I also believe is that we need to do this — to engage in acts of repentance

and self-denial, as well as needing to remind ourselves that we are mortal —in order to restore
our relationship with God and God’s Cre

That’' s the point of Lent: to reestablis
Creation. That' s the reason for confes
normally depend on, but we don’t really
whether they take the form of contributing to one of the opportunities we will provide at SPR

this Lent, or of reaching out to someone who needs our embrace or whom we have failed to

love in the past.

That we have a problem scarcely needs to be pointed out: with billions of unearned dollars

going to those who need it least and at the expense of those who need it most, with wars raging
around the world, and with our planet’ s v
right relationships is all too clear. K e
but it may reorient us, so that we can become more effectively part of the solution.

God bless you,

[

Jim Steen, Pastor



Greetings:

My second son, Connor John Lane, was born on January 7. He and his

brother Simon are a great blessing to me. In the days after Connor was so

bravely and beautifully birthed by my wife Erin, I found again one of my

favorite prayers in the Book of Common Prayer. It is part of a little service
called —Thanksgiving for a Chil dl

whole service to you. But let me quote the prayer:

O God, you have taught us through your blessed Son that whoever receives a little child
in the name of Christ receives Christ himself: We give you thanks for the blessing you
have bestowed upon this family in giving them a child. Confirm their joy by a lively
sense of your presence with them, and give them calm strength and patient wisdom as
they seck to bring this child to love all that is true and noble, just and pure, lovable and
gracious, excellent and admirable, following the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Three things stand out to me. First, that we learn about Christ in the weakness and
unquestioned trust of a child. Total vulr
with God. But perhaps particularly as we approach Lent Connor can remind me that our God

is a2 God revealed in weakness.

Second, I note that the prayer asks for calm strength and patient wisdom. It encourages me to

be a father whose strength is exhibited not through toughness but through calm. Calm strength

neither overindulges nor seeks squelching power. We all know that parents need patience. But
patient wisdom suggests more than just ol
parenting is not merely an endurance contest but can be rich for those whose fortitude comes

from a deep sense of understanding. Is this not an image for how God relates to us? It makes

me want to set up one of those screensave
calm strength....patient wisdom....calm str

Thirdly, the final sentence of the prayer nearly brings me to tears when I consider the hopes
and dreams I have for Simon and Connor. I want to be the type of dad whose actions and
words lead my children to love what is true and noble, just and pure, lovable and gracious,
excellent and admirable. Actually, I want to be the kind of person that seeks to live that way.

Connor’s birth reminds me once again that
bl essing is having the opportunity for Cc
Paul and the Redeemer community. The | itt

early days have made that clear.

Sincerely,

Peter Lane, Associate Pastor



The Future is Here!

2009 Annual Giving Campaign

Giving Update
Kim Hart & David Stewart, 2009 Giving Campaign Chairs

We have much reason to rejoice: To date SPR has received 179

pledges totaling more than $534,000. This marks the first year in
SPR”s history that poilleddglirng h
mark. We are now 97% of the way to our goal of $550,000. We

are deeply thankful for all those whose generous pledges have

made this unprecedented achievement possible.

That last 3% we need to fully fund the mission and ministries of
St. Paul & the Redeemer is within our grasp. If you have not yet
made a pledge for 2009, please do so today by going to www.sp-
r.org/giving or on Sunday by filling out a pledge card.

Be green .

Thank you for subscribing to ConnectidBien!

Now it’s time to spread the word| Enc
stewardship of the earth with good stewardship of our faith community by
subscribing to Connectidhgen by emailing Dan Puchalla at dap@sp-r.org.
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Spr/youth/
First Sundays: 5:00 - 7:00 PM

T PLAY The church is our playground!

1 SERVE Prepare meals for the guests who eat at

111th and Indiana.
1 REFLECT What does God have to do with how we live?
1 EAT Pizza? Salad? Marshmallows?
1 LISTEN Music enlivens our time.
T ENJOY  Deepen friendships.
Leaders: Peter Lane, Andria Skornik, Adam Yates
Dates: 2/8% 3/1,4/5,5/3,6/7

*We start our First Sundays on the 8th to avoid the Super Bowl.

Every Sunday: 10:20 - 11:10 AM

T LEARN  We search for a way to live that is meaningful and authentic.

T PRACTICE Ask really big questions about life, relationships, and faith.

Leaders: Brian Rowe and Sara Bigger

Godly Play

Godly Play is a Montessori-based Christian Formation
program that teaches children the art of using religious
forms of expression, including parable, sacred story, silence
and | iturgical action.
be exploring this month:

February 1: Work Day

February 8: The Parable of the Good Shepherd

February 15: The Parable of the Leaven

February 22: Blini Fest (see page 0)




The Big Questions
What is half of 8?2 I f vyo

month, educator Charlie Cooper shows us new ways of
answering (and asking!) old questions. Our goal is to
become better learners of our faith rather than merely good
students of it by thinking of different ways to tackle the big
questions about God, justice, and existence. We meet on
Sundays at 10:30 in the Byllesby Room.

B I I n I FEStI Sunday, February 22

New Otleans has Mardi Gras.
Venice has Carnival.
At SPR, we have BLINI FEST!

¥ During hospitality after the 9:15 and 11:15 services on

bs | Sunday, February 22, the last Sunday before Lent, we

+ | celebrate a little bit of decadence with rich Russian
" blini. Blini are sort of like pancakes, sort of like
blintzes. We’'ll enjoy the
sour cream, jam, caviar, and smoked fish.

Did You Know?

Blini are the traditional treat of Maslenitsa,
a Russian festival celebrating the last week
before the Great Lent in the Orthodox
Church. But unlike in Western Christianity,
Orthodox Christians build up to their
Lenten Fast by observing a three-week pre-
Lent season, during which they gradually
eliminate earthly pleasures. By the week of
Maslenitsa, Orthodox Christians are
already abstaining from meat. Maslenitsa is
the last week in which they can enjoy dairy
and eggs before giving those up for Lent.
This is why blini are eaten right before Lent.




keeping a holy

Lent

My soul is athirst for God,
athirst for the living God;

When shall | come to appear
before the presence of God?

My tears have been my food day and night,

While all day long they say to me,

KWhere now is your

Psalm 42:23

Ash Wednesday

February 25

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. We mark our foreheads with ashes to
remind ourselves of our mortality and as a sign of repentance for sinning

against God, one another, and the world made for us.

Ash Wednesday Services: 7:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., and 7:30 p.m.

Go

Tip: You can print this special Lent section and keep it handy throughout the season.

id?k
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A Change of Seasons

Dent Davidson, Associate for Music & Liturgy

Once again we prepare for a change of season in the Church. As we move through
February we will approach our yearly journey of Lent. Some notable changes will occur in
our regular pattern of worship. As you enter the nave and pass by the font, you will note
the absence of water. This is traditionally the season of preparing catechumens for the
sacrament of Baptism. The font will contain sand, symbolizing our thirst for God (see
Psalm 42 on prior page) and the desert journey or retreat that marked the beginning of

J e s us ' THt forty Bk Havy the power to help us recognize the deep yearning
we have for God, and of God’s yearnigng

Since Lent is our season of self-examination and repentance, our Eucharistic liturgies will
begin with the Penitential Order, reminding us that God not only put the Law on stone
tablets, but also wrote it deep in our hearts. The organ will, for the most part, fall silent
during this season. We wil/| depend ost
to —sing the songs of Zi on Thefsabnev@llbdP s g1 m
sung to a common plainchant each week, and music will have more simplicity. There will
also be a more pronounced use of silence for reflection.

A blessed Lenten Journey!

Spiritual Practices

Chanted Morning Prayer: Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m.
All through Lent, we will chant the full Morning Prayer office. We use

very simple chants, so no musical expertise is necessary. Come explore
this ancient tradition, come join in morning fellowship with friends, and
come center your week and your work on God. We meet every
Wednesday morning in the Chapel off the parking lot. After the service,
we gather for coffee and bagels in the Byllesby Room. For more
information, contact Adam Yates (abv(@sp-r.org).

Centering Prayer: Tuesdays & Thursdays at 8:00 a.m.

Jim Steen leads sessions in this contemplative practice in the Chapel.
Centering Prayer is about siljenc
order to hear the guiding voice of God. For more information, contact

Jim Steen (sjs@sp-t.org).
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Tuesday Night Formation

On Tuesday evenings, SPR will offer three venues for spiritual
growth and learning as part of your Lenten discipline.

Adult Inquirers: February 17 - April 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Leader: Jim Steen

Are you new to SPR? New to the Episcopal Church? New to
Christianity or religion in general? This class explores Christian
beliefs, unique aspects of the Episcopal Church, and your own
spiritual values. It's also an opportunity to connect with other
seekers at SPR. At the end of the course, participants can choose
to be baptized, confirmed, or received into the Episcopal Church
at the Great Vigil of Easter on Saturday, April 11.

To sign up, email Jim at sjs(@sp-t.org.

The Gospel of Mark: March 3 - April 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Leader: Peter Lane

Come be moved by the Gospel of Mark. We will look at this first
Gospel wanting to know less about what the original author
intended for the original audience and more about how the
narrative can move us. Using the late Lutheran biblical scholar
Donald Juel's short book, the class will try to look at Mark
without resorting to other Gospels. Mark begins by claiming it is
the good news. What i s Mark’'s good

To sign up, email Peter Lane (pcl@sp-r.org)

SPR Yoga: March 3 - April 7 at 8:00 p.m.

Leader: Sharla Stewart, TriYoga certified instructor

This is a basic class in methods of integrating the spirit and the
body in a calm, contemplative practice. All fees for this class will
be waived during Lent.

Contact Shatla Stewart (shatlastewart@ameritech.net).

All three classes will gather together at the end of the evening for
Compline (night prayer) and will be dismissed by 9:00.
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Lenten Giving Opportunitie

Every Lent, the people of SPR contribute to a variety of charitable and justice-oriented
organi zations. Offering envelopes fjJor
church starting on Ash Wednesday.

Focal Outreach Project

Wi th Dent Davidson’'s | eadef sh
dreamed for afterschool musical training program for children
from Shoesmith Elementary. Contributions to this project will
go to purchasing supplies jJand

Haiti Fair Trade Coffee Initiative

SPR has a long history of partnership with the people of St.
Etienne, Haiti, which we have built upon in the last year to

begin a fair trade coffee co-op in southern Haiti. Support of this
project will go to helping establish a U.S. trading partner for the
co-op and to the start-up costs of this venture.

Episcopal Relief & Development: Whole Harvest Gift
Help families in developing countries win the battle against
hunger. Contribute to our goal of $1,380 to buy all the tools
needed for a family to feed itself: a cow, a goat, an ox, and a
plow. In the coming weeks, Peter Lane will help parents with
young children to use this project to teach their children about
Lenten discipline and charitable giving.

e

Holy Week Services: Plan Ahead!

Palm Sunday, April 5: 8:00 Eucharist, 9:15 &11:15 Passion Liturgy and Eucharist

Maundy Thursday, April9: 6: 00 Chi |l dren’ s Service, | 6:
7:00 Foot Washing and Eucharist

Good Friday, April 10: 12:00 & 7:30 p.m. Sung Passion and Communion
Holy Saturday, April 11: 9:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter
Easter Sunday, April 12: 8:00 Eucharist, 9:15 & 11:15 Festival Eucharist

10
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Wotkshop for Couples

Two Saturdays: 9 - 12 a.m.
February 28 & March 28

T Need a little time with your partner?
T Willing to work on intimacy and friendship?
f Can improving your relationship be a Lenten discipline?

Gain new insights. Learn skills. Make strong relationships
great, and put distressed ones on the road to repait!

There will be time for private conversations between
couples, and no community sharing. Couples will be given
an activity to work on in the weeks between sessions.

Leader: Dr. Linda Strothman, certified Gottman therapist. The Gottman
approach provides research-based, practical tools.

Suggested Donation:  $40 per couple
Class size limit: 10 couples

To register: Contact Peter Lane at 773-624-3185 or pcl@sp-r.org.

g young adults at spr

Science & Religion

Come join the Young Adults for a lecture to mark the 200th
anniversary of Chatles Darwin's birth. Rev. Dr. John

Pol ki nghorne wi || speak at
Friendship of SccThuesdyychebruayn d R
12th, from 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. Rev. Dr. Polkinghorne is

both a particle physicist and an Anglican priest and

theologian. Winner of the Templeton Prize, he has written

extensively on the relationship between science and

religion. We will meet in the Biological Sciences Learning

Center atrium (924 E. 57th Street) before the lecture. Anyone
interested can gather for discussion after the lecture. Contact

Norm Marshall (norm.marshall@gmail.com).

11
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[IDIOCESAN NEWS

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Events for Absalom Jones Day

The Chicago Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians is
sponsoring the 26th annual celebration of Absalom Jones, the
first African American priest in the Episcopal Church, the
weekend of February 7 and 8. The theme for the weekend will
be —Speaking Truth to Each

the keynote speaker fo
Margaret’'s of Scotland, 4 ocat
p.m. She will speak on
Oppressions, I and will i nvi

The Rev. Jeremiah Wright, rector emeritus of Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago and
noted author and speaker on the black church experience, is the keynote speaker at the
observance on Sunday, February 8 at 3 p.m. at St. Thomas parish, the mother church of
black Episcopalians in the Diocese of Chicago. The February 8 observance will feature
hymns and anthems from several choirs, and remarks by UBE Midwest Regional Director
Patricia Abrams.

The observance honors the work of the first African-American priest in the Episcopal
Church, Absalom Jones, who was ordained priest in 1804. For more information contact
Alice Brown at (773) 643-5162 or alice.brown(@ameritech.net.

r Satur

—Radi

F AI R Fair Trade Team Sale Dates

Fair Trade coffee, tea, and other products are periodically sold
T R A D E on Sundays after the 9:15 and 11:15 services. The upcoming sale
TE AM dates are February 8 and March 1. Contact Mary Naftzger
(maryandbob.n@sbcglobal.net ) for more information.

Around Hvde Park: Transitional Housing Project Benefit

All are invited to the fourth annual Taste of Hyde Park dinner and silent auction at Hyde
Park Union Church (56th and Woodlawn) on Saturday, February 21, from 6 - 9 p.m. Music

performed by Willie Pickens. Donation is $30, $20 for students.

Contact Stephenie Landers for more information (
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Thank You

Kate Baldwin and Sara Biggerf or del i vering SPR’s gifts

Sara Bigger and Irene Claude for organizing and leading the SPR Carolers.
Kate Baldwin & Lynn Reid for organizing the Advent Pageant.

Mary Kohrman Hayes & Michael Kohrman for hosting the Three Kings Party.
Sally Wolcott for creating the beautiful starry altar hanging for Epiphany.

Dave Stewart and Jim Wright for their photography services during the holidays and
January.

Kate Collins and the Godly Play teachers for putting together the new shelving and
organizing the Godly Play rooms.

Gail Williams for providing support and organization for the Focal Outreach project.
Sara and Mike Hogue for hosting the Annual Meeting potluck and Giving celebration.

Zoe Lindner, Karlin Gatton, and Abraham Kohrmanf or super vi si ng t
activity during the Annual Meeting.

Ann Parks for filing music in preparation for rehearsals.
All the ministry leaders who contributed to the 2008 Annual Report.
Kim Hart and David Stewart for their continued leadership of the Giving Campaign.

Kate Collins, Hank Underwood, and Ruth Woll for their service on the Vestry.

If you know someone who should be thanked for their recent servicgaat@RRplease em

Burn Your Palms

No, it’s not some mg
We mean your palm frongsf course! If you
saved your palm fro
please bring it to church on any Sunday during

February. We will burn the palms on the last
Sunday before Lent (February 22) to make the
ashes we use on Ash Wednesday.



mailto:mailto:dap@sp-r.org?subject=Thank%20Yous

staying cewecteo ig community

Welcome Newcomers & Guests

Kristin & William Andrews
Tony Banout

Shannon Cate & CL Cole

Remember in Your Prayers:

Lydia Henry
Richard Proulx
Olga & Terrance Vangas

Winifred Benade, who died on January 25, and for her family.
Virginia Garnett and Jay Turner, who are recovering from illness.
t hey mo u rMajoridwWhsen. d e at |

The Heyman-Baldwinf a mi | vy

Congratulations to:

as

To Helen Ramona Clark-Karafiol and her parents, Allison Clark and P. J. Karafiol, for her
baptism on January 11.

Give Thanks for:

The birth of Connor John to Erin and Peter Lane on January 7.

January Sunday Attendance

Sun

2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998

st
251
275
294
156
251
236
196
248
243
126
42
111

2nd
304
311
294
282
237
241
208
224
223
214
131
87

3rd
332
265
279
300
228
251
216
209
202
172
110
113

4th/5th
275
277
256

287/228
200
210
215
197
199
130
139
79

14

Ave
291
282
281
251
229
235
209
220
217
161
106
98

SPR Scrapbook

SPR choristers reflect on the place
of the weasel in creation during a
musical Bible Study at the Annual
Meeting on January 25.



Happy Birthday

2/1 Margaret Schneemann
2/1 James Morin
2/2 Alix Tonsgard
2/2  Alexandra Tonsgard
2/3 Freddie Mason
2/5 Christian Easton
2/5 Glortia Ajayi
2/5 Lynn Lanfair
2/6 Miette Hennessy
2/6 Clarence Crooks
2/7 Kenita Ajayi
2/7 Victor Mowatt
2/8 Chris Lanfair
2/8  Charmaine Lemmie
2/9 Michael Harper
2/9 Barton Dassinger
2/9 Mia Vitale
2/11 Valencia Jordan
2/11 Emma Waldhoff
2/12 Cherie Shin
2/12 Rachel Brown
2/12 Bevertly Ann Banks
2/12 Bruce Russell-Jayne
2/13 Ron Gatton
2/14 Gretchen Eng
Happy Anniversary

2/13  Alexis & Andy Pruitt
2/14 Tom Chesrown & Jim Steen

2/14
2/14
2/14
2/15
2/16
2/16
2/15
2/17
2/17
2/17
2/18
2/19
2/21
2/21
2/21
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/26
2/28
2/28
2/28

Bryan Krantz
Laura Cepeda
Jay Turner
Walker Thisted
Savion Smith
Alex Billingsly
Chris Ronneberg
Lyris Clark
Maya Kirby
Nicole Mowatt
Eloise Frye
Louis Materre
Muriel Wilson
LaShawn Foster
Peter Lane
Teagan Bigger
Kelen Seymour
P.J. Karafiol
Susan Swanton
Tina Dugas
Jeanette Dibble
Eric Clark
Malitta Dickson
Carolyn Moore
Donnie Stewart
Clara OIlliff

2/14  Margaret Olin & Rob Nelson
2/16 Ron Gatton & Leslie Pilot-Gatton

The deadline for the March issue of ConnectianBriday, February 20. Please send your

submissions to Dan Puchalla at
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The Church of St. Paul & the Redeemer
An Episcopal Community in Hyde Park/Kenwood
4945 South Dorchester, Chicago, Illinois 60615
Phone: 773-624-3 1 8 5 624B@x : 773
info@sp-r . Or g -<torgWww. Sp

Staff
Jim Steen, Pastor
Peter Lane, Associate Pastor
Jack Seymour, Deacon
Dent Davidson, Associate For Music & Liturgy
Majel Connery, Music Assistant
Irene Claude, St. Nicholas Choir Director
Dan Puchalla, Assoc. for Communications &
Administration
Josefina Scanlon, Bookkeeper
Virginia Woodward, Nursery Director
Chatline Johnson, Nursery Assistant
Ron Hoskin, Sexton
Donna Ialongo and Adam Yates, Parish Interns

Vestry
Barbra Goering and Gail Williams, Wardens
Mi ke Hogue e<F&htael eneEdiomeBel ander
Kim Hart + Steve Heyman « David
Peter Eng - Mar gar et Hoover Mar vy
Margaret Hoover, Clerk; Tim Bohrer, Treasurer

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 9:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship
8:00 a.m. Rite I Holy Eucharist (no music)
9:15 Rite I1 Chor al Holy Euchari st

11:15 Rite 1T Choral Holy Eucharist
Nursery care available 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.



