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òClosing the Dealó 
Dear friends, 

During Lent we are encouraged to engage in introspection, to take stock 
of our lives, and to address problem areas.  For most of us, a big issue is 
that taking stock doesn’t necessarily lead to change or to what I like to call 
―closing the deal.‖  In my life, closing the deal has become a metaphor for 
something I need to do better if I’m to become as effective a person as I 
want to be. 

When I was the Rector of a church in Washington, DC, we had a director of development 
on the staff who was great at closing the deal.  One occasion sticks in my mind: She and I 
invited to lunch a parishioner we hoped would help fund a major initiative we wanted to 
undertake.  In my mind, the purpose of this meeting was only to have an initial 
conversation about our idea for the project. 

I almost choked on my dessert when, seemingly out of the blue, my colleague addressed 
our guest, ―So, Janet, what are you going to do to help us make this happen?‖  Guess what!  
Janet said that she would fund the entire project.  From time to time, parishioners said that 
our development director was shameless.  This was true.  But she was also highly effective.  
She knew how to close the deal. 

I wish I had received a fee over the years for every time a person sitting in my office has 
talked about something she or he needs to do to improve their relationships, to deepen 
their spiritual life, or to become mentally or physically more healthy.  Very often we have a 
sense of what we ought to do, but closing the deal alludes us, so we continue to settle for 
being less than the people God created us to be. 

I’m a big fan of Ronald Heifetz, the eminent Harvard leadership teacher.  Heifetz 
emphasizes the importance of ―turning up the heat‖ when we want to get others to do 
something beneficial.  In other words, Heifetz is telling us not to help others avoid the 
work they need to do.  ―Pressure them to close the deal,‖ he is saying.  We avoid this 
because it makes us uncomfortable, and it’s easier to allow others – even those we love – to 
put off what they need to do until some future time, or to allow ourselves to procrastinate 
until a time when we imagine we’ll take care of the business we need to address. 

During Lent we have a special opportunity to look inward; but we also need to turn up the 
heat on ourselves.  Recently my doctor told me that I need to exercise more and eat better.  
I know he’s right.  But will I close the deal?  What do you need to do? 

A Blessed Lent to you all, 
 
 

Jim Steen, Pastor 
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Godly Play Foundation Chooses SPR 
Greetings: 

Every Sunday morning, eight committed storytellers compel our children 
to wonder about God. In our specially created Godly Play rooms, these 
adults use wooden figurines, desert boxes, parable kits, and their 
imaginations to bring bible stories to life. They are teaching the art of 
using religious language—the language of parable and sacred story, of  

silence and liturgical action—to help our children become more fully aware of the mystery 
of God’s presence in their lives. 

We have an exciting opportunity to strengthen this burgeoning Children’s Formation 
program. On May 7, 8, and 9, the head of training for the Godly Play Foundation will be at 
SPR to lead an in-depth training for our current teachers, for future teachers, and for 
anybody that is interested in engaging the faith more deeply through the resources of Godly 
Play. 

I invite anyone interested to join us for this terrific opportunity.  Talk to me or to any of 
the current Godly Play storytellers about how Godly Play is really also adult formation.  
And, please, consider coming to the training. 
 
Sincerely, 

Peter Lane, Associate Pastor 

When:  May 7 - 9:  The training will begin with an 
evening session on Thursday and will meet 
during the day on both Friday and Saturday. 

Leader: Caryl Menkhus, head of training for the Godly 
Play Foundation   

To sign up: Contact Peter Lane at pcl@sp-r.org or  
 773-624-3185 x.223 

  

Godly Play Training at SPR 

mailto:mailto:pcl@sp-r.org?subject=Godly%20Play%20Training
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First Sundays: 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

¶ PLAY The church is our playground! 

¶ SERVE Prepare meals for the guests who eat at  
 111th and Indiana. 

¶ REFLECT What does God have to do with how we live? 

¶ EAT Pizza? Salad? Marshmallows?   

¶ LISTEN Music enlivens our time. 

¶ ENJOY Deepen friendships. 

Leaders:  Peter Lane, Andria Skornik, Adam Yates 

Dates:     4/5, 5/3, 6/7 

Every Sunday: 10:20 - 11:10 a.m. 

¶ LEARN  We search for a way to live that is meaningful and authentic.  

¶ PRACTICE Ask really big questions about  life, relationships, and faith. 

Leaders:  Brian Rowe and Sara Bigger 

Godly Play is a Montessori-based Christian Formation 
program that teaches children the art of using religious 
forms of expression, including parable, sacred story, silence 
and liturgical action. Here’s a peek at what the children will 
be exploring this month: 

March 8:  The Faces of Easter 1 & 2 
March 15:  The Faces of Easter 3 
March 22:  The Faces of Easter 4 & 5 
March 29:  The Faces of Easter 6 

Godly Play  

It’s never too late to join Godly Play! Contact Peter Lane (pcl@sp-r.org). 

mailto:mailto:pcl@sp-r.org?subject=Godly%20Play
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young adults at spr 
YA@SPR 

Save the Date: Vacation Bible School 

When: Monday, August 10 - Friday, August 14;  

 Sunday, August 16 

Things to look forward to: 
1.  The leadership of Irene Claude 

and Dent Davidson, our 
wonderful musical staff. 

2.  An integration of our focal 
outreach project — both our 
choir and cooking programs. 

3.  The use of Godly Play materials 
to tell stories.  

4.  Sunday worship celebrating the 
VBS kids and their work during 
the week. 

òBook of Danieló Viewing 

On March 12th, 7:30 P.M. at Brent House (5540 
S. Woodlawn), all are welcome to come watch and 
discuss òThe Book of Daniel.ó  This short-lived 
television series about an Episcopal minister and his 
family was hailed as a ―provocative, edgy, and 
compelling new drama." However, it drew criticism 
from some groups for its portrayal of a ―pill-
popping minister and his dysfunctional family‖ and 
was dropped by the network before the last four 
episodes aired. We will watch the first few episodes 
and share pizza and conversation.  

Contact Lindsay (lindsayelittle@gmail.com) for more 
information.  

mailto:mailto:lindsayelittle@gmail.com?subject=Young%20Adults
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The Story of St. Paul & the Redeemerõs Stations of the Cross 
Mary Naftzger, longtime parishioner 

The carved wood Stations of the Cross, 
which we mounted on the walls of the 
sanctuary for Lent, have a very special 
connection to our merged Episcopal 
church. They were carved by Harry G. 
Koizumi in 1945-46 for the Church of the 
Redeemer at the request of Rector Edward  
S. White, and blessed on Trinity Sunday, 
June 16, 1946.  

I have had a special feeling for these  
Stations not only because I admired them during the years I worshipped at the Redeemer, 
but especially because our daughter Katie was a good friend of  Jody Koizumi, the great 
niece of the artist. As a 1946 Diocesan Advance magazine article tells it, ―The Stations were 
carved of (Honduran) mahogany by Harry Koizumi and are a memorial to the six men of 
the parish who were killed in the war and to the eight others who served in the armed 
forces.‖   

Jody Koizumi’s father Roy told me about his father Tom’s brother, uncle Harry, who lived 
with them in Hyde Park one block from the Redeemer, from 1945 until the mid 50s. Harry 
(born on January 11, 1909) and Tom were both born in Hawaii of Japanese parents and 
they migrated to California to work on truck farms in the late 1920s. Although Harry had 
always been good at drawing and painting,  according to a December 1946 Chicago 
Tribune article, ―his talent (as a woodcarver) came to light in 1942 when, with hundreds of 
others, he was quartered in a temporary relocation center in Santa Anita, California … and 
before the carver  knew it, he had a class of more than 150 eager to learn the art. When 
Koizumi was sent to the Rohwer relocation center in McGhee, Arkansas, he again 
organized classes.‖      

Roy Koizumi told me his uncle Harry’s workshop was right in their apartment at 56th and 
Blackstone. He remembers the special hardwood his uncle used to carve the panels for 
Church of the Redeemer. Quoting again from Advance magazine, ―He took his assignment 
for the Stations very seriously and began each day’s work at 5 a.m. with a period of 
meditation.‖ These beautiful relief panels along with some stained glass windows were 
saved for use at St. Paul’s when the two churches merged. Please take the time to admire 
the workmanship and especially the moving depiction of Christ’s ―way of the cross.‖ The 
initials of Harry G. Koizumi, and the date of each panel, is carved in the bottom right hand 
corner. 
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Lent  
keeping a holy  

Tip: You can print this special Lent section and keep it handy throughout the season. 

Our Lenten Worship 
Beginning the Liturgy: A few minutes before the liturgy on Sunday morn-
ings, the congregation will be called to silent contemplation and prayer with the 
chiming of a bell.  

The Worship Space: At SPR, we usually worship in a circle around God’s ta-
ble. For Lent, we have changed our space into a more traditional, Medieval lay-
out. The idea is to connect to an era that had a strong emphasis on repentance 
and spiritual discipline. Moreover, this change in our space will physically alter 
our orientation as a community. Instead of looking at each other in a circle, we 
will all look to the east, traditionally meaning toward God alone. This recalls 
the literal meaning of ―repentance,‖ to turn back toward God. By focusing on 
the Divine alone during this season of repentance, we prepare ourselves for 
Easter and Pentecost, when we are called to turn again toward each other and 
all of humanity with a renewed vision of God’s love. 

The Music: The organ will be silent through all of Lent. Our music will be 
shaped, for the most part, by the building’s acoustics, one another, and the 
choir sitting behind us. The psalms will be sung to a common plainchant, and 
all the music will have more simplicity. There will also be a more pronounced 
use of silence for reflection. 
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The Gospel of  Mark: March 3 - April 7 at 7:30 p.m. 
Leader: Peter Lane 
Come be moved by the Gospel of Mark. We will look at this first Gospel 
wanting to know less about what the original author intended for the 
original audience and more about how the narrative can move us. Using 
the late Lutheran biblical scholar Donald Juel's short book, the class will 
try to look at Mark without resorting to other Gospels. Mark begins by 
claiming it is the good news. What is Mark’s good news?  
Come to the next class on March 10, if you’re interested. 

SPR Yoga: March 3 - April 7 at 8:00 p.m. 
Leader: Sharla Stewart, TriYoga certified instructor 
This is a basic class in methods of integrating the spirit and the body in a 
calm, contemplative practice. All fees for this class will be waived during 
Lent. You are welcome to come to Yoga at any time during Lent. 

Tuesday Night Formation 

Chanted Morning Prayer: Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. 
All through Lent, we will chant the full Morning Prayer office. We use 
very simple chants, so no musical expertise is necessary. Come explore 
this ancient tradition, come join in morning fellowship with friends, and 
come center your week and your work on God. We meet every 
Wednesday morning in the Chapel off the parking lot. After the service, 
we gather for coffee and bagels in the Byllesby Room. For more 
information, contact Adam Yates (aby@sp-r.org). 

Weekday Spiritual Practices 

Centering Prayer: Tuesdays & Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. 
Jim Steen leads sessions in this contemplative practice in the Chapel. 
Centering Prayer is about silencing one’s own thoughts and worries in 
order to create a space for God’s healing power. For more information, 
contact Jim Steen (sjs@sp-r.org).   

In addition to Adult Inquirers, SPR offers the following opportunities for spiritual 
growth on Tuesday evenings during Lent.  

mailto:mailto:aby@sp-r.org?subject=Morning%20Prayer
mailto:mailto:sjs@sp-r.org?subject=Centering%20Prayer
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Join us at 10:30 on Sunday mornings in the Byllesby Room for these opportunities to 
learn and to grow during Lent. 

March 8: òIf You Like Holy Week Liturgy, Thank Egeriaó  
The earliest records we have of Christian Lenten liturgy are the fragmentary writings of 
a 4th century Holy Land pilgrim named Egeria. We’ll discuss her experiences and their 
influence. We’ll also talk about an even earlier practice that developed into Lent, the 
Catechumenate, the time of preparation for new Christians looking forward to baptism 
at Easter. Led by Donna Ialongo. 

March 15: òLenten Check-inó 
Now that we are well into the Lenten season, let’s check-in with one another about our 
experiences. We can talk about the practices we’re using for our spiritual growth — or 
our difficulties with them. Even if you did not attend the March 1 session, please join 
us as we encourage one another and share some wisdom. Led by Vinita Wright. 

March 22: òRepentance in the Jewish Traditionó 
Christians aren’t the only observers of penitential seasons. Join us at this session to 
learn more about the Jewish tradition of repentance and the importance of the Day of 
Atonement, Yom Kippur.  

March 29: òRepentance in the Muslim Traditionó 
Imam Abdul-Malik and Reza Alrifai will be sharing with us the purpose, practices, and 
rituals of Ramadan, the Muslim time of repentance. In listening to discussions of both 
the Muslim and Jewish traditions of repentance, we hope to gain new, fresh 
perspectives on our own practices.  

Sunday Adult Formation 

Keep Watch with Jesus 
Following the Maundy Thursday liturgy on April 9, until the morning 
of Good Friday, SPR parishioners keep prayerful vigil in the Chapel 
with the reserved sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. We do this 
to commemorate the night Jesus spent in tortuous prayer before his 
crucifixion. You are invited to take a shift of keeping watch with 
Jesus by signing up in the Narthex. 
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Lenten Giving Opportunities 
Every Lent, we contribute to a variety of charitable and justice-oriented organizations. 
Offering envelopes for this year’s giving opportunities are available in the Narthex. 

Focal Outreach Project 
With Dent Davidson’s leadership, SPR has begun its long dreamed for 
afterschool musical training program for children from Shoesmith 
Elementary. Contributions to this project will go to purchasing supplies 
and growing the program’s future. 

Haiti Fair Trade Coffee Initiative 
SPR has a long history of partnership with the people of St. Etienne, Haiti, 
which we have built upon in the last year to begin a fair trade coffee co-op 
in southern Haiti. Support of this project will go to helping establish a U.S. 
trading partner for the co-op and to the start-up costs of this venture. 

Episcopal Relief & Development: Whole Harvest Gift 
Help families in developing countries win the battle against hunger. 
Contribute to our goal of $1,380 to buy all the tools needed for a family to 
feed itself: a cow, a goat, an ox, and a plow. This project is part of the 
United Nations Millennium Development Goals. 

Palm Sunday, April 5:  8:00 a.m. Eucharist, 9:15 &11:15 a.m. Palm Sunday Liturgy 
and Passion Reading 

Maundy Thursday, April 9:  6:00 p.m. Solemnity of Maundy Thursday with Agape Meal, 
Footwashing, Procession to the Altar of Repose, and the 
Stripping of the Church 

 7:30 p.m. Keeping Watch with Jesus at the Altar of Repose 

Good Friday, April 10:   12:00 & 7:30 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy 

Holy Saturday, April 11:   9:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter 

Easter Sunday, April 12:   8:00 a.m. Eucharist, 9:15 & 11:15 a.m. Festival Eucharist 

Holy Week Services 
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Cooking Class for Shoesmith Students Returns 
Kim Hart & Linda Thisted 

SPR’s kitchen is heating up on 
Tuesdays from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. with 
fifth and sixth grade Junior Chefs 
Abriana, Geory, Howard, Jalil, Jaqar, 
Niajasia, and Shania from Shoesmith 
Elementary, along with their Spanish 
Teacher, Ms. Rodriguez! For the next 
six weeks our Junior Chefs will be 
whipping up culinary delights from all 
over the world, including Eastern 
Europe, Mexico, India, Italy, and the 
Dominican Republic. 

On Tuesday, February 17, latkes from Eastern Europe were the snack from scratch on the 
menu. The smell of onions permeated the kitchen as the Junior Chefs learned how to slice 
and dice using safe knife cutting techniques. Students also learned how to carefully use a 
grater while taking peeled potatoes and grating them into bits and pieces, then mixing them 
with the diced onions and other ingredients in a bowl, ultimately forming them into 
separate patties.  

Under Chefs Linda Thisted and Sharon 
Naclerio’s detailed instructions, the 
group learned how to heat oil and fry the 
latke paddies on each side using a 
spatula, all while also learning safety 
guidelines around a hot stove.  

For the upcoming Tuesdays, our Junior 
Chefs will be preparing Mexican tacos, 
Indian curry, Italian spaghetti a la 
carbonara, and a dish from The 
Dominican Republic. Mmm, mmm 
good! 

Serving Godôs World 



12  

Serving Godôs World 

Fair Trade Team Sale Dates 

The next sale date for Fair Trade coffee, tea, and other products 
is Sunday March 22, after the 9:15 and 11:15 services. 

FAIR 

TRADE 
TEAM 

A Prayer for the Protection of  Immigrants* 
By Mary Naftzger 

Almighty and most merciful God, we bring before you our immigrant brothers and 
sisters who live with injustice, fear and despair as their constant companions. 

Protect them, O Lord, from abuse and dehumanizing treatment at the hands of the 
Dept of Homeland Security, and the entire law enforcement and judicial system 
of this land.   

Shield them, O Father, from the exclusion, the prejudice, and the hatred of too 
many members of this society. 

O ever-loving God, deliver them from the overwhelming suffering they experience 
when they are torn from those they dearly love. 

Lead us, O compassionate God, to be healing the broken hearts, to be offering  
welcome and sharing love with our immigrant brothers and sisters.    

Work through us, all powerful God, that our society may be transformed into one 
that  mandates equal rights and creates opportunities for all your people. 

We ask all this in your Holy name. AMEN  

* Mary Naftzger wrote this prayer at the request of the Sisters of Mercy for the weekly 
prayer vigil the sisters and other religious groups hold every Friday for the immigrants 
detained at the Broadview Homeland Security Detention Center just before they are 
deported. SPR’s own Morning Prayer group attended this vigil in December. Mary led 
the vigil on February 20 with a person of the Jewish faith, using readings and prayers 
from their respective traditions, including this original prayer.  
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Thank You 
To the Blini Fest crew: Harold Olivey, who oversaw Blini Fest and spent many hours in 
the kitchen, June Farris, who helped cook and made the wonderful mushroom and herring 
toppings, Bob Bator, who helped at the griddle, and Mike and Sara Hogue, who cleaned 
up afterwards. 
 
To all who rearranged the church for Lent: Sarah Bigger, Ellen Wiggins, and Andrea 
DeDent, who set up the visual arts; Kate Baldwin, who filled the font with sand and 
molded it into a wilderness landscape; Levi & Paola Smith, Cheryl Vanorsby, Chris 
Collins, Julienne Collins, Tom Chesrown, Will & Kristin Andrews, Stephenie 
Landers, Chris Garbrecht & Mark Wilson, and David Byrne, who helped move all the 
furniture. 
 
To Robin Charleston and Peter Eng for providing food for SPR Youth First Sunday. 

To Connie Bonbrest for helping arrange the installation of the new water fountain in the 
downstairs hallway by the choir room. 

To all hospitality hosts in February: Mary Kohrman-Hayes, Monica Malec, Kate 
Baldwin, Muriel Wilson, and Ron Hoskin. 

If you know someone who should be thanked for their recent service at SPR, please email dap@sp-r.org. 

Bring a Friend to Church 
The Newcomers Team encourages you to enrich your Lenten Practice by inviting a friend 
to church on Sunday and to any of our Lenten offerings.  

Annual Giving Update 

To date, we have over $541,000 in pledges from 185 
households and individuals, giving us less than $9,000 left to go to 
make our goal of $550,000. Many thanks to all who have pledged. If 
you have not already made your pledge for 2009, you can help put us 
over the top by making your pledge online at www.sp-r.org/giving or 
by using a pledge card available in the Narthex. 

mailto:mailto:dap@sp-r.org?subject=Thank%20Yous
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staying  CONNECTED TO community 
Welcome Newcomers & Guests 

February Sunday Attendance 

Congratulations to: 
Kate Spelman and Adam Yates on being recommended for postulancy at the Diocesan 
Discernment Weekend. This is one of the major steps in their ordination to the priesthood. 

Ben Anthony 

Amy Garey 

Sarah Groth 

Kim Lamberty 

Dianne Mehlinger 

Dolores Norton 

Kristin & Sten Turpin 

David & Kerstin Wellbery 

Remember in Your Prayers: 
Virginia Garnett and Tina Kalowski, who are recovering. 

SPR Scrapbook: Ash Wednesday 

Sun. 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Ave. 

2009 308 286 290 290 294 

2008 308 250 262 280 275 

2007 274 296 271 253 274 

2006 280 247 244 283 262 

2005 227 216 223 234 225 

2004 209 211 198 219 209 

2003 191 206 202 173 193 

2002 180 200 229 215 206 

2001 175 184 188 207 189 

2000 148 137 150 168 151 

1999 153 136 183 133 151 

1998 112 106 94 89 100 

1997 109 102 91 120 106 

1989 162 198 200 193 188 

1979 103 112 101 128 111 
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Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

3/1 Phoebe Lincoln 
 Angie Mowatt 
 Norman Mowatt 
 Margaret Olin 
3/2 Peter Stewart 
 Ron Thisted 
3/3 Catherine Salinas 
3/5 Sarah Conning 
 Ciatta Jones-Raynes 
3/6 Peter Eng 
 Christopher King 
3/8 Jonah Karafiol 
 Sally Wolcott 
3/9 Joshua Daniel 
3/10 Corinne Hartfield 
3/11 Laura Banks 
3/13 Basil Mtengule 
3/15 Abraham Kohrman 
 Josiah Kohrman 
 Buc Rogers 

3/17 Ronnie Hartfield 
 Eric Pelander 
3/18 Delores Towles 
3/19 Karlin Gatton 
3/19 Dale Taylor 
3/21 Ellen Fisher 
 Caroline Hartfield 
3/23 Abeodu Jones 
 Devin Kliewer-Foster 
3/24 Adam Yates 
3/25 Jacob Shaal 
3/26 Enrico Mowatt 
 Patrick Underwood 
3/27 Emily Hartfield 
3/30 Catherine Eng 
3/31 Brittany Dwyer 
 

 March 10 Dent Davidson & Jim Paddleford 
 March 28 David Follmer & Anita Samen 

From the Editor 
Dan Puchalla, Associate for Communications & Administration 

Go Green at SPR:  
1. Thank you for subscribing to Connections Green. Spread the word and get your friends 

to sign up, too! 

2. If you receive a contribution statement from SPR, sign up to receive it electronically and 
securely by emailing dap@sp-r.org. 

April Deadline: The deadline for the April issue of Connections is Friday, March 20. Please 
send your submissions to me at dap@sp-r.org. 

mailto:mailto:dap@sp-r.org?subject=Electronic%20Statement
mailto:mailto:dap@sp-r.org?subject=April%20Connections


The Church of St. Paul & the Redeemer 
An Episcopal Community in Hyde Park/Kenwood 

4945 South Dorchester, Chicago, Illinois 60615 

Phone: 773-624-3185  • Fax: 773-624-3676 

info@sp-r.org • www.sp-r.org 

Staff 

Jim Steen, Pastor 

Peter Lane, Associate Pastor 

Jack Seymour, Deacon 

Dent Davidson, Associate For Music & Liturgy 

Majel Connery, Music Assistant  

Irene Claude, St. Nicholas Choir Director 

Dan Puchalla, Assoc. for Communications & 
Administration 

Josefina Scanlon, Bookkeeper 

Virginia Woodward, Nursery Director 

Charline Johnson, Nursery Assistant 

Ron Hoskin, Sexton 

Donna Ialongo and Adam Yates, Parish Interns 

Vestry 

Barbra Goering and Gail Williams, Wardens 

Mike Hogue • Charlene Jones-Foster • Eric Pelander   

Kim Hart • Steve Heyman • David Stewart 

Peter Eng • Margaret Hoover • Mary Kohrman Hayes 

Margaret Hoover, Clerk; Tim Bohrer, Treasurer 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday Worship 

8:00 a.m. Rite I Holy Eucharist (no music) 

9:15 Choral Holy Eucharist with Children’s Chapel 

11:15 Choral Holy Eucharist 

Nursery care available 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

mailto:mailto:info@sp-r.org
http://www.sp-r.org

