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Dear People of SPR:

In January of 1884, there was, according tdyithe Park Herald 0 A b
gathering of St. Paul ds Episcop
improvementontheoidas hi oned church soci

dancing and handsome costumes. In another article from the 19th C
Charles Conklin, one of my predecessors (he was Rector of Church
Redeemer), is described as over
draw tidbits from so Iong ago? Because on Wednesday, May 12, at 7= ,
we will gather together to renew the ministry of St. Paul & the Redeemer, a mlnlstry that has
spanned four buildings, two parishes, many Rectors, and many, many more faithful lay peoj

These types of services used to be callec
of our ministry is the calling of me to be your Rector. But the church has thought a lot in the
last 50 years about ministry and has worked hard to make it clear that the chief ministers of
church are the lay people. Itis you who go to law offices and schools and playgrounds and
hospitals to treat people with dignity. It is you who vote and build institutions to promote

human flourishing. You all have charged me with leading a church that will help form you in
such people. So we have dropped the woroc
of Ministry with the Welcoming of a new F

Pastoral leadership springs from the baptized and needs to be celebrated in that context. B
am not diminishing the importance of leadership. The Rector is supposed to lead, and | hoy
to do so effectively and with humility. If you take a quick look at the photos outside my office

you will see that | take my place alongside many
Rectors. The ministry of this parish was
supported and encouraged, wrung out and shaped,
cajoled and promoted in some way by all of them.
My job is to do the same. We mark this transition
in leadership with a liturgy led by Bishop Jeffrey
Lee. It will be a liturgy that fundamentally
recognizes that SPR has been in ministry in this
neighborhood for over 15 decades and it will be a
liturgy that recognizes that calling me to be Rector
will shape what that ministry looks like for the

next decade. | hope you will come.

Sincerely,

Peter Lane
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