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Honor those who have gone before us  
this Sunday, November 1, on the Feast of  All Saints. 
The SPR Choirs will sing Mozartõs Missa Brevis  

at the 9:15 and 11:15 liturgies. 

The Church of St. Paul & the Redeemer 

REMINDER: Set your clocks back 1 hour before you go to bed on Saturday, October 31! 
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If  you would like an item in the 
December issue of  Connections, 
please talk with Dan Puchalla 

(dap@sp-r.org, 773-624-3185) 

before Wednesday, November 25. 
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Major Dates in 2009-2010 

Watch for further details in Connections 
as these dates approach.  

All Saints Sunday Nov. 1 

Annual Giving In-gathering Nov. 8 

Awesome Auction Nov. 15 

Ordination of Anne  

Benvenuti to Priesthood Nov. 22 

Advent Wreath Making Nov. 29 

Christmas Eve Dec. 24 

Christmas Day Dec. 25 

Baptism of Christ Jan. 10 

Thanksgiving for Jim Steen 

& Feast of MLK  Jan. 17 

Patronal Feast  
& Annual Meeting Jan. 31 

Blini Fest (Shrove Sunday) Feb. 14 
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Palm Sunday March 28 

Maundy Thursday April 1 

Good Friday April 2 
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Earth Day Mass April 25 

Pentecost May 23 

Parish Picnic  
(Summer Schedule Begins) June 13 

mailto:dap@sp-r.org
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Dear Friends, 

To be honest, Iõve never been a person who has a hard time with transitions. 
I donõt view this as a virtue or a fault. I think itõs more about personality 
types. Similarly, with a few exceptions, I havenõt stayed much in touch with 
people after leaving a congregation. That is, not until I left St. Markõs, Capitol 
Hill, in Washington, DC, to come to St. Paul & the Redeemer. 

When that transition was about to take place, one of the people Tom and I 
were closest to in the congregation said, òI hate to see you go; but I know 
weõll still see a lot of each other.ó I responded, not very sensitively, with something like, òIõm 
not very good at staying in touch,ó to which she responded, òWell, I am! And you really donõt 
have any choice in this matter. Weõre friends for life.ó I was a little taken aback. However, she 
was telling the truth. Not only our friend, Janis, but many at St. Markõs have stayed in touch 
and several have remained close friends. Iõve learned something from them about the value of 
enduring friendships. 

To some people, this comes naturally. I have a priest friend, a former assistant, older than I, 
who goes back to every parish where heõs ever served, and with frequency. I donõt know how 
he does it. Jerry will call me on his mobile phone one month from Northern Michigan, another 
from Washington, DC, and still another from Wilmette, always at a former parish, visiting 
friends who used to be parishioners. 

All this brings me to retiring as Rector of SPR. As many of you know, Tom and I have recently 
purchased a condo in the neighborhood. So, our situation is different from what it has been 
when weõve left a parish in the past. But, in some ways more important than proximity is the 
fact that many of you are friends. We want that to continue, and not from afar. We have also 
grown to love Chicago and the somewhat quirky neighborhoods of Kenwood and Hyde Park. 
Maybe someday weõll live out our dream of moving to Washington State, where Dent and Jim 
have created two openings. But for the foreseeable future, weõre staying put. 

This does not mean that weõll continue to be at SPR in the immediate future. After the middle 
of January, itõs very important that we stay completely away for a significant period of time. 
That means I wonõt be available to preside at baptisms, weddings, or other liturgical events. 
You will need to settle in with your new rector, without me around. Besides that, Iõm already 
consulting with two congregations in the Diocese that are eager to develop a clear mission and 
to grow. I expect to do more of this work, and that will often involve Sundays. 

Whatever happens in the future, Tom and I are clear that we donõt want to lose you as friends, 
and weõll look forward to spending time together outside SPR. 
 
With Much Love, 
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Gathering Around Godôs Table 
Annual Giving 2010 

Why Giving Matters 
Mary Stonor Saunders, Annual Giving Co-chair 

We kicked off our Annual Giving Campaign on October 11. Over the next several 
weeks, we have been asked to reflect on what SPR means to us, and why it is here that 
we choose to gather around Godõs table. For me, I have found this to be a time to 
reflect not only on my giving, but also, and perhaps more importantly, on how I have 
learned to receive at SPR. 

I have a confession to make. Before coming to SPR last year, I had never made a 
pledge to a church in my life. In fact, I had never regularly attended a church as an 
adult, let alone belonged to a club ð book, country, or otherwise. Iõve never been a 
joiner. So you may be as surprised as I was to find myself in the rather unexpected 
position of co-chairing SPRõs Annual Giving Campaign. To be honest, this is in part a 
testament to Jim Steenõs and Peter Laneõs persuasive powers. But I believe it is a greater 
testament to what it says about the SPR community -  the open hospitality and inclusive 
spirit that welcomes all to the table, literally, figuratively, and spiritually. 

I did not initially come to SPR for myself. I came for my four-year-old son, Gabriel. 
Starting with the Christmas Pageant, Gabriel has been so enthusiastic about coming to 
SPR that he removed any excuse I may have reached for on a cold winter morning 
when I would have preferred to stay in bed and read the paper. But over time, Gabrielõs 
persistence afforded me the opportunity to discover that coming to SPR not only 
offered a community for Gabriel, but one for me as well. 

Over these last months, I have both witnessed and experienced quiet acts of caring, 
support, and openness at SPR that reflect what I believe to be the essence of the 
Christian message, and which I often hear from the pulpit during Sunday sermons. It is 
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Rector Search Committee 

UPDATE 
On Wednesday, October 28, the Committee met with Peter Lane at the church to discuss 
his responses to the essay questions the Committee gave him a few weeks ago. On 
November 16, we will meet with Peter and Erin in a more social setting for dinner at the 
home of Barbra Goering and Jim Murray. We will have a final discussion with Peter on 
November 30. 

The Committee will then gather on December 2 to finalize our recommendation to the 
Vestry. The following evening, December 3, we will meet with the Vestry to present our 
report and recommendation. The Committee will then leave the Vestry to discuss our 
report by themselves that evening.  

As always, if you have any questions, donõt hesitate to talk with one of the committee 
members. 

The Committee 
Rick Ball, Shannon Cate, Adam Dickey, Rachel Fulton, Barbra Goering, Shirley Knight,  
P.J. Karafiol, Vance Lauderdale, Carol Moseley Braun, and Hank Underwood. 

on Sundays, gathered around the table for Eucharist, when I see the diversity of faces 
and what I imagine to be the diversity of reasons people are called to come. We sing 
hallelujah from different traditions, and I reflect that it is those differences that bring us 
together. 

The people at SPR have enabled me to receive more than I ever expected from a 
church. So I give my Sunday mornings, and I receive nurturance for the week ahead. I 
give my biannual casserole (I know, I should do better!), and receive food and 
fellowship all the Sundays I donõt bring a thing. And I give my annual pledge, because it 
is at SPR that I find an invitation without indoctrination, a belonging without sameness. 

Thank you, SPR Community. 

The Ingathering for Annual Giving 2010 will be on Sunday, November 8. Watch 
your mail for your pledge card to bring with you to church on this day. 
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Greetings: 

One of the reasons I am an Episcopalian is so that each year around the 
1st of November I can join the church in singing òFor all the Saints.ó I 
particularly like the fourth verse, òO blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; yet all are one in thee, for all are 
thine. Alleluia, alleluia.ó Fr. Richard Kunz, the priest who baptized my 
wife and helped me find a home at All Saints in Princeton, NJ described 
the altar extending back through the east wall of the church, back into 

history, gathering all the Saints around Godõs table with us. Two saints around that table 
have shined in my life when I have felt feeble. 

St. Francis was my companion for one of the more important days of my life. I was 
studying in Rome and praying daily at Santa Maria de Trastevere about two really important 
decisions in my life: Should I ask Erin Pfautz to marry me? Should I go to seminary?  Well, 
Erin and I have been married for ten great years and I have two seminary degrees. But back 
then I had traveled to Assisi seeking wisdom. The hermitage, where the monks would sit in 
hovels praying, is up in the hills above the city. But it is above the hermitage, in the 
grasslands used for grazing, where I found my fellowship divine. I donõt always feel Godõs 
presence. But, singing and praying in Assisi I really did feel that God was òmy rock, my 
fortress, and my might.ó Experiencing a little of the exemplary Christian life of St. Francis 
gave me peace to make two of the best decisions of my life. 

Unlike Francis, there wonõt be any ornate carvings of my paternal Grandfather, but he is 
certainly in the communion of saints. I watched Warren Lane live out the fruits of the spirit 
year in and year out: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
and temperance. In doing that, my grandfather set an example for me of how to live a life 
in service to Godõs world. He wasnõt a successful banker, but he was a loving father, a long-
time board member of the Central Union Mission homeless shelter in DC, a faithful elder 
in his church, an informed and caring citizen, a respecter of all types of persons, and a 
wonderful grandfather. Warren was a man of calm and patient faith. He knew that there 
òbreaks a yet more glorious day when the saints triumphant will rise in bright array.ó If one 
of my grandchildren can say about me what I said about my grandfather at his funeral, 
then, sitting somewhere around that huge communion table, I will have cause to sing 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Peter Lane 
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Zack & Victoria Ajayi in memory of their 
ancestors, other family, and past friends, and 
in thanksgiving for Holy Trinity Church, 
Omofe Ilesha-Nigeria becoming a cathedral. 

The Bigger Family in memory of Eric Fagan. 

Tim & Martha Bohrer in memory of Louis 
Bohrer. 

Connie Bonbrest in memory of Olga 
Jonasson. 

Tom Chesrown & Jim Steen in memory of 
William F. Sibley. 

Clara Christensen in memory of Joseph Han
-Kyu Lee. 

The Cole-Cate Family in thanksgiving for 
the baptismal anniversary of Natasha 
Peterscross and the wedding anniversary of 
Shannon & CL Cole. 

Allison Clark & P. J. Karafiol in memory of 
Ann Fisher Clark, Thomas W. Clark, 
Dorothy Ramona Thelander, Rosemary 
Quigley, and Steve Gilbert. 

David Daniels in memory of Fausteen 
Daniels and in thanksgiving for the saint 
who raised him. 

Chris Nippert-Eng & Peter Eng in memory 
of Larry Baker. 

 

Hyacinth Evans in memory of Olive Esther 
Mable & Kelly Ann Reid. 

B. Ellen Fisher in memory of Allan Perlman, 
husband, and in thanksgiving for our caring 
community. 

Thomas Fisher in thanksgiving for survival 
of brother, Lawrence Fisher. 

The Lane Family in memory of Warren Bliss 
Lane. 

George Searles in thanksgiving for Emily 
Searles, who is in her first year of college. 

The Stewart Family in memory of Darrell, 
Jake, and Jessica. 

Jane L. Stuart in memory of departed family 
and friends, especially Dorothy O. Anderson 
and Geri Gest. 

Joshua Tolbert. 

Jim & Valerie Tonsgard in memory of Lois 
& Bernie Ireland, Myra & Earle Tonsgard, 
Nancy & Roy Miner, and Lois & Thomas 
Cline. 

Gail Williams in thanksgiving for family and 
friends. 

Muriel Wilson. 

All     Saints     Music  &  Flower  

Offerings  to  the  Glory  of  God  

Thank you to all who have generously contributed to the flowers and music for our All 
Saints liturgies, especially those who have given anonymously. 
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Late Pentecost Adult Formation 
Sunday Mornings at 10:20 in the Byllesby Room 

November 1: All Saints Sunday Celebration 
All Saints Pancake Breakfast - No separate Formation. 

November 8: A Bible òTouró 
Participants will be led through the different sections and 
genres of the Bible, getting a historical-critical-literary 
overview of each. 

November 15: The Awesome Auction 
Following 9:15 Liturgy 

November 22: Bible Tour, Continued 

All middle schoolers and high schoolers are invited 
to come to First Sundays, the youth group at SPR. 
These monthly hangouts are about playing on the 
Wii, doing a little learning, and serving our 
neighbors. Join us at the church on November 1, 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

spr/youth//first_sundays  

Questions about SPR Youth?  
Contact Andria Skornik: ans@sp- r.org , (503) 888 - 7637  

spr/youth//service trip  
We are planning a Service Trip for youth 13 years and 
older to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota this summer. There will be a preliminary 
parents meeting right before First Sunday Youth 
Group on Sunday, November 1, at 4:30 p.m. We will 
meet in the Byllesby Room, and the youth are 
welcome to play on the Wii in the Youth Room 
during the meeting. The youth leaders, Andria 
Skornik and Adam Yates, are looking forward to 
sharing more about this great opportunity to serve, 
learn, worship, play, and experience another culture.  


